
On August 3rd 2016, Dr Pradipsinh Rathod, 
Director of the NIH International Center of 
Excellence for Malaria Research (ICEMR) for South 
Asia, gave a lunch talk titled “Malaria in India: 
Potential consequences of mutating parasites on 
clinical and public health policies”.  

Dr Rathod’s talk was an insightful, engaging and 
rounded look at the South Asia ICEMR. He 
highlighted key activities, findings and lessons 
learned. With an interesting mix of background 
information, methodology and personal experience 

Dr Rathod’s talk not only looked at the scientific side of the ICEMR but also the operational aspects of working 
with the NIH and setting up a large multi-site program. He summarized the talk himself as explaining how the 
South Asia Center went from “nothing to something”.  

Dr Rathod introduced different parts of the 
South Asia ICEMR including the locations, 
team and facilitators. One example was the 
Goa Medical College, the first site in the 
program. The College offers free healthcare 
and so receives many patients, from Goa 
and also neighboring states. Many of the 
patients are migrant workers, adding 
geographical variation into the data 
collected. Through the ICEMR team’s work 
high fever and anemia were found to be 
predictors of severe malaria. Findings like 
this will help inform the “who gets 
admitted?” question that is often needed in resource-limited settings.  

Other selected publications from the ICEMR team were also highlighted; the links are at the end of this 
summary.  During his talk Dr Rathod was keen to point out the collaborative and team nature of the South 
Asia ICEMR and also the global network of ICEMRs. He praised his team and noted that in bringing together 
people from different backgrounds and disciplines they were able to increase creativity and innovation.  

We thank Dr Rathod for providing this informative talk and we hope to learn more about the South Asia 
ICEMR at JITMM2016 and in other future talks. 

 

Links to papers highlighted in the talk  

Adaptation of P. falciparum for nested studies – “In vitro adaptations of Plasmodium falciparum reveal 
variations in cultivability” www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4722725/  

Severe malaria in Indian adults – “Severe adult malaria is associated with specific PfEMP1 adhesion types 
and high parasite biomass” www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27185931  

Vector transmission in Goa – “Anopheles subpictus carry human malaria parasites in an urban area of 
Western India and may facilitate perennial malaria transmission” 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26919828  

 

Narrator : Nicola Ball 
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